
CLAIMS 

1. A computer-implemented method for estimating the impact of specified changes 
in the value drivers of an enterprise on a component of value of said enterprise, 
comprising: 

obtaining data related to the value of the business enterprise including a revenue 
component, an expense component-aod-^a capital component and the specified 
changes in value drivers : 
identifying the causal enterprise value drivers; 

determining, for each one of the causal value drivers, a percentage of each 

component of value attributable to the causal value driver; 

defining a probabilistic financial simulation model for a component of value; and 

simulating the impact of specified changes in value drivers on the component of 

value. 

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1 wherein the value drivers are 
initialliLidentified by predictive models hav e b ee n d e t e rm i n e d to b e causal va l u e driv e rs 
for th e compon e nt of valu e by a causa l modo l. 

3. The computer-implemented method of claim 1 further comprising optionally sub- 
dividing the revenue, expense and capital in to sub-components to yield a more detailed 
analysis. 

4. The computer-implemented method of claim 1 wherein determining the percentage 
of the component of value, attributable to each causal value driver comprises using 
output from a predictive model to determine the percentage of the component of value 
attributable to the value driver. 

5. The computer-implemented method of claim 1 wherein thea value driver comprises 
a combination of one or more item variables and one or more item performance 
indicators. 
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6. The computer-implemented method of claim 1 wherein tbea value driver comprises 
one or more item variables. 

7. The computer-implemented method of claim 1 wherein thea value driver comprises 
one or more item performance indicators. 

8. The computer implemented method of claim 1 wherein the probabilistic financial 
simulation is completed by a Monte Carlo simulation model. 

9. A computer readable medium having sequences of instructions stored therein, 
which when executed cause a processor to perform a method for estimating the impact 
of specified changes in the value drivers of an enterprise on a component of value of 
said enterprise, comprising: 

obtaining data related to the value of the business enterprise, 
identifying the causal enterprise'value drivers; 

determining, for each one of the causal value drivers, a percentage of each 

component of value attributable to the causal value driver; 

defining a probabilistic financial simulation model for a component of value; 

simulating the impact of the specified changes in value drivers on the component of 

value; 

10. The computer readable medium of claim 9 wherein the value drivers are initially 
identified by predictive models hav e b ee n d e t e rmin e d to b e causa l va l u e dr i v e rs for th e 
component of valuo by a caucal mode l. 

11. The computer readable medium of claim 9 further comprising optionally sub- 
dividing the revenue, expense and capital in to sub-components to yield a more detailed 
analysis. 

12. The computer readable medium of claim 9 wherein determining the percentage of 
the component of value T attributable to each causal value driver comprises using output 
from a predictive model to determine the percentage of the component of value 
attributable to the value driver. 
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13. The computer readable medium of claim 9 wherein wh e r ei n the a value driver 
comprises a combination of one or more item variables and one or more item 
performance indicators. 

14. The computer readable medium of claim 9 wherein wh e r ei n tho a value driver 
comprises one or more item variables. 

15. The computer readable medium of claim 9 wherein wh e r e in tho a value driver 
comprises one or more item performance indicators.. 

16. The computer readable medium of claim 9 wherein the simulation is completed by 
a Monte Carlo simulation model. 

17. A computer system, comprising: 

a processor having circuitry to execute instructions; 

a means for accepting user specified changes in value drivers; 

a storage device coupled to the processor and having sequences of instructions 

stored therein, which when executed cause the processor to, 

obtain data related to a value of a business enterprise, 

identify the causal enterprise value drivers; 

determine, for each one of the causal value drivers, a percentage of each 
component of value attributable to the causal value driver; 
define a probabilistic financial simulation model for a component of value; and 
simulate the impact of the specified changes in value drivers on the component 
of value. 

18. The computer system of claim 17 wherein the value drivers are initially identified 
by predictive models hav e b ee n determ i ned to bo causal va l u e dr i vers for tho 
compon e nt of va l uo by a causa l modol . 

19. ^— The computer system of claim 17 wherein the revenue, expense and capital 
components are optionally sub-divided in to sub-components to yield a more detailed 
analysis. 
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20. The computer system of claim 17 wherein determining the percentage of the 
component of value, attributable to each causal value driver comprises using output 
from a predictive model to determine the percentage of the component of value 
attributable to the; value driver. 

21. The computer system of claim 17 wherein wh e r ei n th ea value driver comprises a 
combination of one or more item variables and one or more item performance 
indicators. 

22. The computer system of claim 17 wherein wh e r ei n th ea value driver comprises 
one or more item variables. 

23. The computer system of claim 17 wherein thea value driver comprises one or 
more item performance indicators. 

24. The computer system of claim 17 wherein the simulation is completed by a Monte 
Carlo simulation model. 

25. A compute r i mplomontod mothod system for identifying the changes in 
value drivers of an enterprise that will achieve a pre-defined financial goal for a 
component of value of said enterprise, comprising: 

means for obtaining data related to the value of the business enterprise including a 
revenue component, an expense component and a capital component; 
means for identifying the causal enterprise value drivers; 

means for determining, for each one of the causal value drivers, a percentage of 
each component of value attributable to the causal value driver; 
means for defining a probabilistic financial simulation model for a component of 
value; and 

means for identifying the changes in value drivers that will achieve the pre-defined 
financial goal for the component of value. 

26. The compute r i mp l omontod mothod system of claim 25 wherein the value drivers 
i dont i f i od by prod i ctivo modo l o have been determined to be causal value drivers for the 
component of value by a causal model. 
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27. The compute r i mp le m e nted method system of claim 25 wherein determining the 
percentage of the component of value, attributable to each causal value driver 
comprises using output from a predictive model to determine the percentage of the 
component of value attributable to the value driver. 

28. The compute r -i mp le ment e d m e thod system of claim 25 wherein the valu e dr i v e r 
compr i s e s on e or mor e i t e m var i ab le s and/or on e or mor e it e m pre-defined financial goal 
can be optimal financial performance ind i cators . 

29. The computer i mp le m e nt e d m e thod svstem of claim 25 wherein identifying 
changes in value drivers that will achieve the pre-defined financial goal further 
comprises iterating a Monte Carlo simulation model. 

30. A compute r -i mp le m e nt e d m e thod system for identifying the proper method for 
completing element of value valuations as a function of the level of interaction between 
value driver s by o l omont of valuo , comprising: 

means for obtaining data related to the value of the business enterprise including 

a revenue component, an expense component and a capital component; 

means for identifying the causal enterprise value drivers; 

means for determining, for each one of the causal value drivers, the level of 

interaction by element of value; and 

means for using thea method that sums value drivers by element when value 

driver interaction is te whigh and using composite variables for each element of value 
when value driver interaction is bigttow. 
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REMARKS 

The Applicant respectfully requests consideration of the present 
application as amended herewith. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: JuL Wo ,100 1- 

' ~JeffS. 


Examiner: Rebecca M. Bachner 
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